
SELAH CITY COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting 

May 27, 2025 

5:30 p.m.: Regular Scheduled Meeting

Significant items on the Agenda – such as Consent Agenda Items, Public Hearings, Ordinances and Resolutions 
– will have an explanatory Agenda Item Sheet (AIS)

A yellow AIS cover page indicates an action item.
A blue AIS cover page indicates an informational/non-action item. 



  

City of Selah City Attorney: Rob Case 
115 W. Naches Ave. City Clerk: Courtney McGarity 
Selah, WA 98942   

 

 

AGENDA 
 

1) Call to Order – Mayor Bell 
 

2) Roll Call 
 
3) Registering in record of councilmember absence(s) as excused absence(s), per SMC 

1.06.070  
 

4) Pledge of Allegiance 
 

5) Invocation with Russ Carlson of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 
 

6) Announcement of changes, if any, from previously-published Agenda 
 

7) Getting to know local businesses, agencies and/or people (up to 5 minutes total) 
 
8) Comments from the public (up to 30 minutes total)  

 
The City of Selah is a non-charter code city and we are presently conducting a regular meeting between 
the Mayor and City Council.  A maximum of thirty minutes will be allotted for public comments. 
 
Common-sense standards of decorum apply.  Comments must be respectful; no profanity or insults are 
allowed.  Comments pertaining to City business and official actions are the most valued, but comments 
pertaining to City officials’ ability to fulfill their job duties due to events, actions, or activities that 
occurred outside the scope of their duties as a City official may also be offered.  Constructive criticism of 
City officials is allowed including constructive criticism specifically mentioning City officials or 
employees by name as to official actions, but defamation, personal attacks and impertinent assertions are 
not allowed. 
 
Commenters are limited to one comment per meeting and each comment is subject to a duration limit.  
City staff may disallow or modify any received written comment that exceeds its duration limit or that is 
deemed inappropriate, and the Mayor or Presiding Officer may turn off the podium microphone or 
otherwise silence any in-person comment that exceeds its duration limit or is deemed inappropriate. 

 
These standards are subject to revision and will be updated whenever necessary in order to comply with 
constitutional requirements. 
 

Selah City Council 
Meeting Date: May 27, 2025 

Mayor and Interim 
City Administrator: 

 
Roger Bell 

5:30 p.m.: Regular Meeting Mayor Pro Tempore 
and Councilmember: 

 
Mike Costello  

 Councilmembers: Melissa Maxwell 
  Jared Iverson 
  Elizabeth Marquis 
  Clifford Peterson 
  William Longmire 
  David Monaghan 



A. Pre-arranged oral comments (up to 5 minutes each): 
• Pattie Graffe – SDA 

 

B. Reading of received written comments (up to 2 minutes each): None 
  
C. Oral comments by people in attendance (up to 2 minutes each):  

 
9) Proclamations/Announcements 

A. Community Pride Award – Parker Casey 
 
10) Consent Agenda 
 

Consent Agenda items are listed with an asterisk (*).  Those items are considered routine and will be 
addressed via a joint motion, without any discussion or debate.  However, upon the request of any 
Councilmember an item will be removed from the Consent Agenda, will be addressed separately, and will 
be subject to discussion and debate. 

 

A. Courtney 
McGarity 
 

* Approval of Minutes from May 13, 2025 Council Meeting 

B. Kimberly 
Grimm 
 

* Approval of Claims & Payroll 

C. Rob Case * Resolution Authorizing the Mayor to Sign a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the Department of Health and Human Services, 
the Behavioral Health and Habitation Administration, and the 
Yakima Valley School 
 

D. Rob Case * Resolution Authorizing the Mayor to Sign an Agreement for City 
Park Concession Services 
 

 
11) General Business 

A. New Business – Yakima Valley Trolley Corridor Preservation 
 

12) Public Hearings – None  
 

13) Resolutions 
A. Rob Case 

 
Resolution Authorizing the Mayor and City Staff to Commence the 
Process to Seek an Architect for the City’s Plan to Construct a 
Modular Building for its Police Department and Also Potentially 
for its City Hall 
 

 
14) Ordinances – None  

 
15) Presentations 

A. YVCOG – Climate Resilience Element  
 



16) Reports/Announcements 
 

A. Departments 
B. Councilmembers, personally and on behalf of committees and boards 
C. City Attorney 
D. City Administrator  
E. Mayor or Presiding Officer, personally and on behalf of committees and board 

 
17) Closed Session – None  

 
18) Executive Session – None  

 
19) Adjournment 

 
Next Regular Meeting: June 10, 2025  
Next Study Session: June 10, 2025 



Meeting Date: 5/27/2025 
Action Item 

Agenda Number: 10A 

Title: Approval of Meeting Minutes from May 13, 2025 Council Meeting 

From: Courtney McGarity, City Clerk 

Action Requested: Approval 

Staff Recommendation: Approval 

Board/Commission Recommendation: N/A 

Fiscal Impact: N/A 

Funding Source: N/A 

Background/Findings/Facts:  N/A 

Recommended Motion: I move to approve the Consent Agenda in the form presented (This item 
is part of the consent agenda). 

Record of all prior actions taken by the City Council and/or City Board, City Committee, 
Planning Commission, or the Hearing Examiner (if not applicable, please state none). 

Date: Action Taken: None 

Selah City Council 
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Meeting Date: 5/27/2025 
Action Item 

Agenda Number: 10B 

Title: Approval of Claims and Payroll 

From: Kimberly Grimm, City Clerk/Treasurer 

Action Requested: Approval 

Staff Recommendation: Approval 

Board/Commission Recommendation: N/A 

Fiscal Impact: See attached payroll and claims directories 

Funding Source: N/A 

Background/Findings/Facts:  N/A 

Recommended Motion: I move to approve the Consent Agenda in the form presented (This item 
is part of the consent agenda). 

Record of all prior actions taken by the City Council and/or City Board, City Committee, 
Planning Commission, or the Hearing Examiner (if not applicable, please state none). 

Date: Action Taken: None 

Selah City Council 
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Meeting Date: 5/27/2025 
Action Item 

Agenda Number: 10C 

Title: Resolution Authorizing the Mayor to Sign a Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Department of Health and Human Services, the Behavioral Health and Habitation Administration, 
and the Yakima Valley School 

From: Rob Case, City Attorney 

Action Requested: Approval 

Staff Recommendation: Approval 

Board/Commission Recommendation: N/A 

Fiscal Impact: N/A 

Funding Source: N/A 

Background/Findings/Facts: The City’s Civic Center is made available to the Yakima Valley 
School for shelter purposes in the event of an emergency.  This occurs via a written Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU).  The current MOU is approaching expiration.  A replacement two-page 
MOU has been drafted, and a copy is submitted with the instant AIS.  It imposes no contractual 
obligation on the City, but it helps the Department of Health and Human Services (DSHS) and 
the Behavioral Health and Habitation Administration (BHHA) plan their own affairs. 

The terms are acceptable to City staff, and City staff asks the City Council to authorize the Mayor 
to sign the replacement MOU. 

Recommended Motion: I move to approve the Resolution in the form presented. 

Record of all prior actions taken by the City Council and/or City Board, City Committee, 
Planning Commission, or the Hearing Examiner (if not applicable, please state none). 

Date: Action Taken: 
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Meeting Date: 5/27/2025 
Action Item 

Agenda Number: 10D 

Title: Resolution Authorizing the Mayor to Sign an Agreement for City Park Concession Services 

From: Rob Case, City Attorney 

Action Requested: Approval 

Staff Recommendation: Approval 

Board/Commission Recommendation: N/A 

Fiscal Impact: The City will receive $7,500.00 annually. 

Funding Source: N/A 

Background/Findings/Facts: Darren Uceny has been operating the concession stand at Carlon 
Park since roughly 2020.  Prior City management prepared a written agreement, but it seems that 
it was never signed by either party.  A revised Agreement for City Park Concession Services, 
measuring 11 pages together with its Exhibits, has now been prepared.  A copy is submitted with 
the instant AIS.  If the Agreement is approved and entered into, Mr. Uceny will pay an annual fee 
of $7,500.00 to the City for the right to operate the concession stand. 

City staff recommends that the City Council authorize the Mayor to sign the 11-page Agreement, 
by approving the attached related Resolution.  In addition, City staff further recommends that the 
City Council authorize the Mayor to negotiate, if necessary, substantive modifications to the 
currently-existing 11-page version and to then sign such modified version provided that the 
annual fee amount is not reduced. 

Recommended Motion: I move to approve the Resolution in the form presented. 

Record of all prior actions taken by the City Council and/or City Board, City Committee, 
Planning Commission, or the Hearing Examiner (if not applicable, please state none). 

Date: Action Taken: 
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Meeting Date: 5/27/2025 
Action Item 

Agenda Number: 13A 

Title: Resolution Authorizing the Mayor and City Staff to Commence the Process to Seek an 
Architect for the City’s Plan to Construct a Modular Building for its Police Department and Also 
Potentially for its City Hall 

From: Rob Case, City Attorney 

Action Requested: Approval 

Staff Recommendation: Approval 

Board/Commission Recommendation: N/A 

Fiscal Impact: N/A via the instant action.  However, a fiscal impact will occur if any when an 
architect is actually engaged. 

Funding Source: N/A 

Background/Findings/Facts: The Mayor and City staff desire to commence the process of 
seeking an architect to design, engineer and create plans for – once the architect is actually 
engaged – the City’s plan to construct a modular building to house its police department and also 
potentially to jointly-house city hall. 

The plan to construct a modular building has been discussed extensively with the City Council, 
and a general consensus has developed that constructing a modular building is the City’s best 
option. 

The City is a member in the so-called King County Directors’ Association (KCDA), which has 
pre-selected a few contractors that are experienced in modular construction.  The City can choose 
any of those contractors without needing to go through a typical competitive bidding process. 

Prior to a contractor beginning work, an architect needs to be engaged in order to design, engineer 
and create plans for the project.  As stated above, the Mayor and City staff want to commence the 
process of seeking an architect.  At present, it is not known whether the City will need to 
disseminate a Request for Proposals or a Request for Qualifications – which would be the normal 
process for seeking an architect – or whether the KCDA processes can be used to help expedite 
the search for and engagement of an architect.  Either way, things needs to either move forward 
or the plan to construct a building needs to be abandoned – further delay only risks adverse 
consequences such as an increase in monetary interest rates and/or the evaporation of presently-

Selah City Council 
Regular Meeting 
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available loan programs.  Thus, the Mayor and City staff are presenting the instant AIS and related 
Resolution. 

For clarity, the actual contractual engagement of an architect would occur at a later date and the 
City Council would – via the City’s Contracting and Purchasing Policy – need to approve any 
contract(s).  But the search needs to commence and the Mayor and City staff are asking the City 
Council to authorize the search to commence.  If the City Council chooses to not authorize the 
search to commence, the Mayor and City staff intend to abandon the plan to construct a building. 

Recommended Motion: I move to approve the Resolution in the form presented. 

Record of all prior actions taken by the City Council and/or City Board, City Committee, 
Planning Commission, or the Hearing Examiner (if not applicable, please state none). 

Date: Action Taken:  

  

  

  

 







CLIMATE RESILIENCE ELEMENT

Identify Community AssetsExplore Hazards and 
Changes in the Climate

Review Existing Climate 
Action and Resilience 

Plans

Describe Exposure and 
Consequences

Assess Sensitivity and 
Adaptive Capacity of 

Community Assets

Develop Climate Element 
and Goals and Policies 
for Comprehensive Plan



CLIMATE RESILIENCE ELEMENT

 2023:  House Bill 1181 requires that climate planning be a goal for the GMA.

 Jurisdictions in Yakima County must incorporate a Resilience element (called a 
“sub-element”) in their comprehensive plans

 State-funded Mandate overseen by the Department of Commerce



GOALS FOR CLIMATE ELEMENT PLANNING

1: Address natural 
hazards related to 
climate change;

2: Identify, protect, and enhance 
natural areas to foster climate 
resilience, as well as areas of 
vital habitat and safe species 
migration;

3: Identify, protect, and enhance 
community resilience to climate 
impacts, including social, economic and 
built-environment factors, which 
support adaptation to climate impacts 
consistent with environmental justice.



PROCESS
DEPARTMENT OF 
COMMER GUIDANCE

Explore Hazards and 
Changes in the Climate

Identify Community Assets

Review Existing Climate 
Action and Resilience Plans



PROCESS
DEPARTMENT OF 
COMMER GUIDANCE

Describe Exposure and 
Consequences

Assess Sensitivity and 
Adaptive Capacity of 
Community Assets

Develop Climate Element 
and Goals and Policies for 
Comprehensive Plan



SELAH CLIMATE RESILIENCE ELEMENT
YVCOG developing regional plan for cities and towns in Yakima County. 
 Majority of background work on the Resiliency Element can be completed at the regional 

scale
 More detailed work will be done in Selah  
o Prioritized community assets

o Goals and Policies that will benefit the City

YVCOG leading Climate Policy Advisory Team consisting of representatives 
from:
 All cities and towns contracted with YVCOG

 Yakama Nation

 Agencies to act as subject matter experts (Washington Fish & Wildlife, Department of Agriculture, 
Forest Service, Department of Ecology, Yakima County office of Emergency Management, Yakima 
County Water Resources)



COMPLETED WORK

Formed Climate Policy Advisory Team 

Survey (still open) 

Researched climate-related hazards at the Yakima County level
 University of Washington’s Climate Impacts Group (Best Available Science)
 Other sources of information include Yakima County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan, 

Washington Department of Agriculture Climate Resilience Plan.



SURVEYS - ONGOING

Survey Response:
• 92 total responses so far
• English: 91
• Spanish: 1 



HIGH PRIORITY HAZARDS 

Wildfire Extreme heat Drought 

Severe 
Weather

Flooding Reduced 
Snowpack

Schneider Springs Fire, 2021
Photo Courtesy Bob Inouye



COMPLETED WORK, CONT.

 Identified Community Assets and Priority Hazards (handout)

 Audited Existing Climate-Related Plans (handout)



CLIMATE-RELATED PLANS 

Local And Regional Climate – Related Plans and Strategies:

 Climate Action Plan for the Territories of the Yakama Nation

 Washington State Department of Agriculture Climate Resilience Plan

 Yakima County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan

 Chelan Climate Resilience Strategy

 Washington Department of Ecology Climate Resilience Strategy

 Association of Washington Cities Climate Resilience Handbook

 Washington Department of Natural Resources Fire Protection 10-Year Strategic Plan

 Yakima County Comprehensive Flood Hazard Management Plans

 Yakima Basin Integrated Plan



WORK TO BE COMPLETED

 Describe Exposure and Consequences

 Assess Sensitivity and Adaptive Capacity of Community Assets

 Develop Climate Element and Goals and Policies for Selah’s Comprehensive Plan



NEXT STEPS

 Finalizing describing the nature and consequences of climate-related 
hazards

 Identify Priority Assets in Selah and assess:
 Exposure to hazard
 Capacity of the Asset in responding to the hazard

 Additional Public Outreach: 
 Final push for survey
 Host Community Meeting?



Thank You  
Questions?



Plan Goal/Policy/Strategy Notes

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan
Implement on-site actions to protect and improve resilience of our 
farmland resources

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan
Evaluate opportunities to improve real-time forecasting of soil 
moisture content and local weather condintions; 

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan
Engage farmers in research and outreach efforts and develop 
educational programs and materials.

WSDA Climate Resilience Plan
Increase agriculture's preparedness for, repsonse to, and recovery 
from climate-related extreme events. Also in Economic Development

WSDA Climate Resilience Plan Prepare the agricultural workforce for a changing climate Also in Economic Development

WSDA Climate Resilience Plan

Encourage the development and implementation of climate 
resilience technological innovation in Washington state’s 
agricultural sector Also in Economic Development

WSDA Climate Resilience Plan

Train, maintain, and diversify an agricultural workforce equipped 
with the skills and knowledge to promote resilience practices and 
technologies Also in Economic Development

WSDA Climate Resilience Plan
Expand and fund agricultural workforce training programs to 
include climate-resilience curriculum Also in Economic Development

WSDA Climate Resilience Plan

Support farmworker engagement in climate resilience by 
leveraging their expertise and investing in continued professional 
development Also in Economic Development

WSDA Climate Resilience Plan Minimize impacts from pests, weeds, and disease

WSDA Climate Resilience Plan
Develop and expand resources for the early detection of pests, 
weeds, and disease

WSDA Climate Resilience Plan
Improve and expand the response to emerging pests, weeds, and 
diseases

Agriculture & Food Systems
Climate-Related Goals and Policies from Existing Plans



Plan Goal/Policy/Strategy Notes

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan
Implement on-site actions to protect and improve resilience of our facilities 
resources.

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan

Consider climate change impacts when planning operations, budgets, and 
new assets; rehabilitation existing assets; and when determining the relative 
priority of proposed projects; Consider the need for redundant power

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan
Improve back-up energy generation capacity and emergency plans; pursue 
additional funding opportunties

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan
Develop outreach and education materials to encourage conservation in the 
home

Chelan Climate Resiliency Strategy Protect critical facilities

Yakima County MJHMP

#18 Severe Weather - Develop inventory of at-risk critical facilities and 
infrastructure, including unreinforced masonry and transportation assets, 
and priorize projects (High priority)(Grandview, Naches, Tieton, Granger, 
Harrah, Union Gap, Selah)

Yakima County MJHMP

#19 Severe Weather - Secure funding to purchase back-up power generators 
for critical facilities, including fire stations, emergency shelters, mass care 
sites, critical logistics, and water systems (Moderate priority) )(Grandview, 
Naches, Tieton, Granger, Harrah, Union Gap, Selah)

Buildings & Energy



Plan Goal/Policy/Strategy Notes

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan

Preserve traditional ecologic knowledge and maintain active policy 
development, long-term planning , and appropriate enforcement of 
regulations to ensure effective adaptative management

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan

By integrating traditional ecological knowledge, encourage research, 
monitoring, and technical assessments to understand our challenges and 
measure our progress.

Chelan Climate Resiliency Strategy
Build capacity to assist the most vulnerable people and communities to 
prepare and respond to threats such as wildfires and flooding.

Selah Comprehensive Plan

Enhance aesthetics in the central urban area through building design, 
streetscape, landscape and street lights and other tools and techniques to 
make the area attractive, beautiful and appealing (Land Use Element)

Harrah Comprehensive Plan

Promote the use and development of routes and methods of alternative 
modes of transportation, such as transit, bicycling, and walking, which 
reduce Harrah's consumption of non-renewable energy sources and 
promote physical activity.

Mabton Comprehensive Plan

To provide a comprehensive system of parks, trails, pathways, and open 
spaces that respond to the recreational, cultural, environmental and 
aesthetic needs and desires of the City's residents.

There are many other cultural assets that 
could have associated goals and 
policies:
1.       Tribal practices
2.       Archaeological sites (existing and 
potential)
3.       Historic buildings
4.       Granges

Cultural Resources & Practices



5.       Art and theater organizations
6.       Art galleries
7.       Performing event facilities
8.       Cemeteries
9.       Museums
10.   Hunting, fishing, gathering sites
11.   Community gatherings (festivals, 
events, etc.)
12.   Sporting events
13.   Holiday events
14.   Native species
15.   Public art (murals, sculptures)
16.   Outdoor gathering spaces



Plan Goal/Policy/Strategy Notes
Chelan Cliimate 
Resiliency Strategy

Improve and promote the range of weather-independent and all-season tourism and 
recreation opportunities.

WSDA Climate Resilience 
Plan Prepare the agricultural workforce for a changing climate
WSDA Climate Resilience 
Plan

Encourage the development and implementation of climate resilience technological
innovation in Washington state’s agricultural sector

WSDA Climate Resilience 
Plan

Train, maintain, and diversify an agricultural workforce equipped with the skills and 
knowledge to promote resilience practices and technologies

WSDA Climate Resilience 
Plan

Expand and fund agricultural workforce training programs to include climate-resilience 
curriculum

WSDA Climate Resilience 
Plan

Increase agriculture's preparedness for, repsonse to, and recovery from climate-related 
extreme events.

WSDA Climate Resilience 
Plan

Support farmworker engagement in climate resilience by leveraging their expertise and 
investing in continued professional development

Selah Comprehensive 
Plan

Make the CBD an attractive place for both pedestrians and motorists and nonmotorists (Land 
Use Element)

Selah Comprehensive 
Plan

Enhance aesthetics in the central urban area through building design, streetscape, landscape 
and street lights and other tools and techniques to make the area
attractive, beautiful and appealing (Land Use Element)

Selah Comprehensive 
Plan

Encourage a consistent streetscape design plan for public use areas in the CBD (Land Use 
Element)

Economic Development



Plan Goal/Policy/Strategy Notes

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan Decrease pollutants released into water bodies

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan Increase resilience of stream crossings

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan
Evaluate and identify areas where shrub-steppe communities are relatively healthy 
and warrant special protection and areas that should be prioritized for restoration

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan Consider designing a native plant nursery and seed bank

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan In restoration projects, emphasize the use of plant species that will be robust

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan
Implement on-site actions to protect and improve resilience of our floodplain, river, 
and fisheries resources

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan
Implement on-site actions to protect and improve resilience of our wildlife and 
vegetative resources; 

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan

Identify areas and vegetation communities that may already be resilient to future 
changes and protect them as future refuges for various species, especially rare or 
disjunct species; 

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan Increase conservation efforts in wetland management; 

Chelan Resilience Strategy
Reduce impacts of climate change to aquatic systems through stream-habitat 
improvement and connectivity

Chelan Resilience Strategy

Plan for post-flood restoration. Replant bare, disturbed, and recently burned areas 
to increase infiltration and slow movement of water. Provide restoration to stabilize 
ecosystems.

Chelan Resilience Strategy
Drought planning to increase water conservation, plant drought-tolerant species, 
and build awareness around individual risk from drought

Chelan Resilience Strategy
Seek funding for measures to protect and restore fish and wildlife habitats and 
ecosystem function to support resilience in response to fire and flood events

Ecosystems



Lower Naches Comprehensive Flood 
Hazard Management Plan

Use regulatory and non-regulatory tools to promote preserving and increasing open 
space areas in the floodplain. These tools include non-regulatory Natural 
Resources Protection Program, the Open Space Tax Program, etc.)

Lower Naches Comprehensive Flood 
Hazard Management Plan

Implement outreach projects to inform the public about the open space taxation 
program and the floodplain's physical and ecological functions

Lower Naches Comprehensive Flood 
Hazard Management Plan

Incorporate multi benefit considerations with the coordinated corridor design such 
as trails, open space, agricultural and habitat. Preserve and/or expand open space 
and land uses including agricultural and recreational that not only reduce flood risk 
but enhance other preservation, nature benefits. Trail location options should be 
investigated.

Upper Yakima Comprehensive Flood 
Hazard Management Plan- Cowiche 
Addendum

Cooperate with other agencies to support or develop public education programs, 
such as stream cleanup programs and volunteer monitoring.

Selah Comprehensive Plan Respect habitat and wetland areas within the 100-year floodplain
Selah Comprehensive Plan Adopt wildlife and wetland habitat overlay zones within the zoning ordinance.
Selah Comprehensive Plan Provide appropriate protection for recognized habitat and critical areas

Selah Comprehensive Plan
Establish specific, science-based criteria for identification and protection of 
environmentally sensitive resources

Selah Comprehensive Plan

Direct development away from area containing significant fish and wildlife habitat 
areas, especially areas that are currently undeveloped or are primarily dominated 
by low intensity land uses

Selah Comprehensive Plan
Protect the habitat of Washington State Listed Species of Concern and Priority 
Habitats and Species in order to maintain their populations

Selah Comprehensive Plan
Establish critical areas protection measures to protect environmentally sensitive 
areas, and protect people and property from hazards



Plan Goal/Policy/Strategy Notes
Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan Plan and prepare for more frequent and severe flood events; 
Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan Increase resilience by reducing stressors

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan
climate change should be integrated with Yakima County flood 
management

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan
Work with cities, schools, and churches to ensure availability of public 
emergency shelters and cooling shelters

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan

Collaborate with other fire districts; formalize a standing committee on 
flood preparedness; develop a field safety training for outdoor staff; 
work closely with the State of Washington to implement the strategies 
and actions identified in Washington's Integrated Climate Response 
Strategy

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan
Implement on-site actions to protect and improve resilience of our 
floodplain, river, and fisheries resources

Chelan Climate Resiliency Strategy Build awareness of increasing wildfire risk and preparedness

Chelan Climate Resiliency Strategy
Coordinate and improve emergency preparedness systems, 
particularly early detection

Chelan Climate Resiliency Strategy
Air quality: education, training, and responses to protect people and 
communities during and after wildfire

Chelan Climate Resiliency Strategy Improve flood warning and information dissemination.

Chelan Climate Resiliency Strategy
Assess risk management, and prepare for rapid response during the 
flood event.

Lower Naches Comprehensive Flood Hazard 
Management Plan

Incorporate public education projects that provide information to the 
public about post-disaster flood relief

Upper Yakima Comprehensive Flood Hazard 
Management Plan- Cowiche Addendum

Provide Contingency Planning across jurisdictions and agencies as a 
living document for the following overflow scenarios: current day, the 
intervening period when individual corridor elements are replaced, and 
upon completion of rehabilitated corridor.

Emergency Management



Upper Yakima Comprehensive Flood Hazard 
Management Plan- Cowiche Addendum Form ILAs to allow cross coordinated flood response measures.

Upper Yakima Comprehensive Flood Hazard 
Management Plan- Cowiche Addendum Share action plans

Yakima County MJHMP

#1 Severe weather (winter storms) - Improve alert and warning 
coordination and procedures to ensure travelers, visitors, and 
residents are aware of hazards and risks along roadways (High priority) 
(Naches)(Tieton)(Selah)

Yakima County MJHMP

#19 Severe Weather - Secure funding to purchase back-up power 
generators for critical facilities, including fire stations, emergency 
shelters, mass care sites, critical logistics, and water systems 
(Moderate priority)(Grandview, Naches, Tieton, Union Gap, Selah, 
Granger, Harrah)

Yakima County MJHMP

#20 Extreme Temperatures/Public Health Emergencies/Wildfire - 
Coordinate with local health, social service agencies, and community 
partners to issue personal protective actions and advance 
alert/warning for hazards that may lead to public health impacts, 
included wildfires, extreme temperatures or other public health 
emergencies (High priority)(Grandview, Naches, Tieton, Union Gap, 
Selah, Granger, Harrah)

Yakima County MJHMP

#21 Extreme Temperatures/Wildfire - Establish cooling and clean air 
shelters within public facilities to provide temporary shelter for 
vulnerable residents during extreme weather and poor air quality days 
(High priority)(Grandview, Naches, Tieton, Union Gap, Selah, Granger, 
Harrah)

Yakima County MJHMP
#22 Extreme Temperatures - Develop an Emergency Water Distribution 
Plan (Moderate priority)(Grandview)(Naches, Tieton, Granger, Selah)



Yakima County MJHMP

#54 Wildfire - Research, identify, and implement planning and 
development policies to facilitate rebuilding during disaster recovery 
(Moderate priority)Grandview, Naches, Tieton, Union Gap, Selah, 
Granger, Harrah)

Yakima County MJHMP

#59 Wildfire - Improve access/egress routes and signage (High 
priority)(Grandview, Naches, Tieton, Granger, Harrah, Union Gap, 
Selah)



Plan Goal/Policy/Strategy Notes

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan Decrease pollutants released into water bodies; 

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan Coordinate with local and regional toxics cleanup regulators.

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan
Work with cities, schools, and churches to ensure availability of public emergency 
shelters and cooling shelters

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan
The air we breath will be clean and free of excessive smoke and other pollutants that 
come from the impacts of climate change

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan
Inventory water withdrawal sites for fire suppression and dust management; increase 
indoor fitness and exercise opportunities for all adults

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan
Work with the Washington State Department of Health, Washington State Department 
of Ecology, community hospitals and health organizations (to coordinate air quality)

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan
Continue implementing public awareness and outreach campaigns, develop and 
implement campaigns for indoor air quality

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan

Tribal members (residents) will have reliable access to health services and facilities for 
ongoing and emergency care to support their physical and mental well-being in the 
face of climate change impacts.

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan Inventory the availability of cooling centers

Chelan Climate Resiliency Strategy
Air quality: education, training, and responses to protect people and communities 
during and after wildfire

Chelan Climate Resiliency Strategy

Assess the capacity of health systems to respond to emerging health and safety 
threats and to integrate climate preparedness into their hazard response plans and 
daily operations

Chelan Climate Resiliency Strategy
Develop priorities and strategies to proactively implement climate change adaptation 
measures for the most vulnerable and underserved populations

Health & Well-Being



Chelan Climate Resiliency Strategy

Identify locations where changes in surface and groundwater flow due to climate 
change (e.g., larger floods, erosion, fire) could result in new or greater releases of toxic 
substances to the environment

Yakima County MJHMP

#20 Extreme Temperatures/Public Health Emergencies/Wildfire - Coordinate with local 
health, social service agencies, and community partners to issue personal protective 
actions and advance alert/warning for hazards that may lead to public health impacts, 
included wildfires, extreme temperatures or other public health emergencies (High 
priority)(Grandview, Naches, Tieton, Granger, Harrah, Union Gap, Selah)

Yakima County MJHMP

#21 Extreme Temperatures/Wildfire - Establish cooling and clean air shelters within 
public facilities to provide temporary shelter for vulnerable residents during extreme 
weather and poor air quality days (High priority)(Grandview, Naches, Tieton, Granger, 
Harrah, Union Gap, Selah)

Yakima County MJHMP
#22 Extreme Temperatures - Develop and Emergency Water Distribution Plan 
(Moderate priority)(Grandview, Naches, Tieton, Granger, Selah)



Plan Goal/Policy/Strategy Notes

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan Where feasible, reduce roads or road systems within the floodplains; 

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan Manage and reduce sediment; 

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan
Consider climate change when prioritizing and assessing infrastructure, 
continue to increase maintenance of roads and other infrastructure

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan Develop a plan for alternative emergency routes; 

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan
Encourage research, monitoring, and technical assessments to understand our 
challenges and measure our progress (transportation)

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan Learn about and test new materials

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan
Explore opportunities to collaborate with County (note - or others) on planning for 
climate change impacts on roads

Chelan Climate Resiliency Strategy
Evaluate and improve stormwater management and infrastructure for high 
intensity rainfall events

Chelan Climate Resiliency Strategy

Revise transportation infrastructure:
• Improve transportation infrastructure where needed, e.g., enlarging road 
crossings
• Remove or redesign roads that disrupt floodplain function or intercept 
precipitation and ground water and accelerate its movement into stream 
systems.

Upper Yakima Comprehensive Flood 
Hazard Management Plan- Cowiche 
Addendum

Incorporate multi benefit considerations with the coordinated corridor design 
such as trails, open space, agricultural and habitat. Preserve and/or expand 
open space and land uses including agricultural and recreational that not only 
reduce flood risk but enhance other preservation, nature benefits. Trail location 
options should be investigated.

Transportation



Upper Yakima Comprehensive Flood 
Hazard Management Plan- Cowiche 
Addendum

Ensure drainage infrastucture is properly sited, sized and designed to minimize 
flood effects from stormwater runoff. This includes establishing the relationship 
between flooding and stormwater and determining detention/retention and other 
stormwater standards.

Upper Yakima Comprehensive Flood 
Hazard Management Plan- Cowiche 
Addendum

Incorporated principle of floodplain planning into infrastructure & similar 
facilities plans

Selah Comprehensive Plan Preserve the natural stormwater storage capacity of the floodplain 

Selah Comprehensive Plan

Encourage the retention of native vegetation or the creation of vegetative buffers 
near drainage courses to preserve water quality, and to aid in bio-filtration of 
stormwater

Selah Comprehensive Plan

Require the utilization of on-site detention and/or infiltration facilities as a part of 
new developments which demonstrate the capacity to accommodate such 
facilities and/or would significantly burden the City’s stormwater infrastructure 
facilities if not utilized

Selah Comprehensive Plan
Investigate the need for additional measures to control storm drainage and 
improve the storm drainage system

Selah Comprehensive Plan

Integrate flexibility into development regulations that would allow for incentives 
and bonuses for developers who maintain natural areas and open space as a 
part of new development

Selah Comprehensive Plan
To manage, conserve and protect Selah’s natural resources through a balance of 
development activities complemented with sound environmental practices

Selah Comprehensive Plan
Design new transportation facilities in a manner which minimizes impacts on 
natural drainage patterns

Selah Comprehensive Plan

Promote the use and development of routes and methods of alternative modes 
of transportation, such as transit, bicycling and walking, which reduce Selah’s 
consumption of non-renewable energy sources



Selah Comprehensive Plan

Implement programs to reduce the number of employees commuting by single-
occupancy vehicles through such transportation demand strategies as 
preferential parking for carpools/vanpools, alternative work hours, bicycle 
parking, and distribution of transit and ridesharing information based on current 
federal and state policies aimed at reducing auto-related air pollution

Selah Comprehensive Plan

Recognize the important recreational transportation roles played by regional 
bicycle/trail systems, and support efforts to develop a regional trail system 
through Selah

Yakima County MJHMP

#1 Severe weather/ Winter winter storms - Improve alert and warning 
coordination procedures to ensure travelers, visitors, and residents are aware of 
hazards and increased risk along roadways. (High priority)(Naches, Tieton, 
Selah)

Yakima County MJHMP

# 33 Flooding - Implement strategies to improve stormwater drainage system 
capacity as outlined in the Yakima County Comprehensive Plan, Yakima County 
Storwater Management Program (2022), and City of Yakima Stormwater 
Management Program (2022). (Moderate priority)(Union Gap, Selah)

Yakima County MJHMP #59 Wildfire - Improve access/egress routes and signage (High priority)(All)



Plan Goal/Policy/Strategy Notes
Chelan Climate Resiliency 
Strategy Consider greywater systems and water re-use

Granger Comprehensive Plan
Expand the existing recycling program to include public education regarding recycling 
benefits and curbside pick-up services. (Land Use Element)

Waste Management



Plan Goal/Policy/Strategy Notes
Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan Implement on-site actions to protect and improve resilience of our water resources
Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan Support Recommended Adaptation Strategies and Actions – Water Resources; 
Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan Identify and encourage water conservation measures in residences and towns; 
Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan Identify and encourage water conservation measures in residences and towns; 
Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan Implement the Yakima River Basin Water Resources Management Plan;
Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan Encourage and incentivize the use of meters;
Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan Evaluate the need to develop integrated water resource management plans; 

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan Provide input to municipalities’ drinking water management plans; (note- Request  input?)
Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan Develop a plan to improve water storage; 
Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan  Evaluate the long-term adequacy of water delivery infrastructure; 
Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan Evaluate the long-term adequacy of water delivery infrastructure

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan
Increase resilience of water supply by developing a community-based approach to water 
conservation at all levels of community organization; 

Chelan Resiliency Strategy
Collect local data to support climate resiliency including weather stations/SNOTEL, 
seasonal wind patterns, etc.

Chelan Resiliency Strategy

Encourage watershed-scale community building to adapt to changing streamflow and 
snowpack within the watershed. For example:
• Irrigation efficiencies and returning diverted water back into streams during critical flow 
periods.
• Prioritization of water use as snowpack decreases

Chelan Resiliency Strategy Promote and encourage water efficiency and conservation
Chelan Resiliency Strategy Consider greywater systems and water re-use

Chelan Resiliency Strategy
Agricultural and municipal water conservation and efficiency efforts in watersheds where 
these conservations efforts can lead to overall decreases in water demand

Water Resources



Upper Yakima Comprehensive Flood 
Hazard Management Plan- Cowiche 
Addendum

Assess (Cowiche basin) need for new snow, precipitation and stream gages to reduce risk 
and seek partners for regional small basin needs on the west slopes of Naches and Upper 
Yakima region (Cowiche, Wide Hollow and Ahtanum). Partners should include basin data 
collection agencies: USGS, Ecology and BOR

Selah Comprehensive Plan Preserve the natural stormwater storage capacity of the floodplain

Selah Comprehensive Plan
Assure that land use policies and patterns adequately protect and preserve resource lands, 
critical areas, water supplies, water bodies and other significant areas

Yakima County MJHMP
#22 Extreme Temperatures - Develop an Emergency Water Distribution Plan (Moderate 
priority)(Grandview, Naches, Tieton, Granger, Selah)



Plan Goal/Policy/Strategy Notes
Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan Manage and reduce sediment; 

Yakama Nation Climate Action Plan

Develop means for private Yakama Nation HUD houses to monitor housing conditions; 
evaluate the need among the greater tribal community for housing, access to water and 
sewer

Chelan Climate Resiliency Strategy Build awareness of increasing wildfire risk and preparedness

Chelan Climate Resiliency Strategy
Develop fire safe places in fire prone areas with wildland urban interface policies and 
codes

Chelan Climate Resiliency Strategy Create fire adapted communities

Chelan Climate Resiliency Strategy
Evaluate and improve stormwater management and infrastructure for high intensity 
rainfall events

Lower Naches Comprehensive Flood 
Hazard Management Plan

Use regulatory and non-regulatory tools to promote preserving and increasing open 
space areas in the floodplain. These tools include non-regulatory Natural Resources 
Protection Program, the Open Space Tax Program, etc.)

Lower Naches Comprehensive Flood 
Hazard Management Plan

Pursue open space preservation (increasing amount of floodplain open space through 
purchase, conservation easements, etc. versus permanently maintaining existing open 
space parcels.

Lower Naches Comprehensive Flood 
Hazard Management Plan

Implement outreach projects to inform the public about the open space taxation 
program and the floodplain's physical and ecological functions

Upper Yakima Comprehensive Flood 
Hazard Management Plan- Cowiche 
Addendum

Incorporate multi benefit considerations with the coordinated corridor design such as 
trails, open space, agricultural and habitat. Preserve and/or expand open space and 
land uses including agricultural and recreational that not only reduce flood risk but 
enhance other preservation, nature benefits. Trail location options should be 
investigated.

Upper Yakima Comprehensive Flood 
Hazard Management Plan- Cowiche 
Addendum

Retain and provide Open Space land use in all jurisdictions using zoning easements, 
acquisitions and incentives within floodplains to provide multiple public benefits such 
as preserving space for flooding, greenbelts and trails.

Zoning & Development



Upper Yakima Comprehensive Flood 
Hazard Management Plan- Cowiche 
Addendum

Provide open space incentives that target general floodplain function, riparian and 
storage recommendations.

Selah Comprehensive Plan Adopt wildlife and wetland habitat overlay zones within the zoning ordinance.
Selah Comprehensive Plan Preserve the natural stormwater storage capacity of the floodplain

Selah Comprehensive Plan
Adopt land use policies that reduce or eliminate negative impacts of development on 
stormwater drainage capacities and systems

Selah Comprehensive Plan
Minimize adverse stormwater impacts generated by the removal of vegetation and 
alteration of landforms

Selah Comprehensive Plan

Require the utilization of on-site detention and/or infiltration facilities as a part of new 
developments which demonstrate the capacity to accommodate such facilities and/or 
would significantly burden the City’s stormwater infrastructure facilities if not utilized

Selah Comprehensive Plan Insure that new development will not increase peak stormwater runoff

Selah Comprehensive Plan

Direct development away from area containing significant fish and wildlife habitat 
areas, especially areas that are currently undeveloped or are primarily dominated by 
low intensity land uses

Selah Comprehensive Plan

Review available best management practices which can be used to reduce erosion and 
sedimentation associated with development within Selah. Investigate the need for 
additional erosion control measures for construction projects

Selah Comprehensive Plan
Investigate the need for additional measures to control storm drainage and improve the 
storm drainage system

Selah Comprehensive Plan Develop within natural drainage basins

Selah Comprehensive Plan
Provide for the protection of significant natural features and the public health through 
land use policies

Selah Comprehensive Plan
Assure that land use policies and patterns adequately protect and preserve resource 
lands, critical areas, water supplies, water bodies and other significant areas



Selah Comprehensive Plan

Continue to upgrade and refine City regulations to protect wetlands, aquifer recharge 
areas, frequently flooded areas, seismic hazard areas, steep slopes, agricultural areas, 
and anadromous fish habitat from incompatible levels or types of development in 
accordance with the Washington Growth Management Act

Selah Comprehensive Plan

Review available best management practices which can be used to reduce erosion and 
sedimentation associated with development within Selah. Investigate the need for 
additional erosion control measures for construction projects

Yakima County MJHMP

#25 Flooding/Wildfire - Develop a public awareness and education program about 
existing mitigation programs targeted to personal preparedness measures for 
homeowners (ex. FireWise, defensibly space, insurance programs (High 
priority)(Grandview)(Grandview, Naches, Tieton, Granger, Harrah, Union Gap, Selah)

Yakima County MJHMP

#38 Flooding - Maintain compliance with current National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP) regulations to make flood insurance available to property owners. (High 
priority)(Grandview)(Granger)

Yakima County MJHMP

#39 Flooding - Consider entering, maintaining compliance with, or lowering Class 
rating for the FEMA Community Rating System (CRS), which rewards jurisdictions that 
are proactive in public awareness and pre-hazard mitigation. Develop application 
meeting program requirements implement. (High priority)(Grandview, Naches, Harrah, 
Union Gap, Selah)

Yakima County MJHMP

#40 Flooding - Acquire, relocate, or remove existing structures from flood hazard areas 
as identified in Comprehensive Flood Hazard Mitigation Plans (High 
priority)(Grandview, Naches, Tieton, Granger, Selah)

Yakima County MJHMP

#41 Flooding - Advance opportunistic cooperation with entities on their projects where 
flood risk reduction risk may result (High priority)(Grandview, Granger, Harrah, Union 
Gap, Selah)

Yakima County MJHMP

#59 Wildfire - Research, identify, and implement planning and development policies to 
facilitate rebuilding during disaster recovery (Moderate priority) (Grandview, Naches, 
Tieton, Granger, Harrah, Union Gap, Selah)
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